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                          Trivia Night

 

28th November   7.30 sharp 
Senior/ Junior/ Veterans  

Entry: $12 Adult  $5 junior/child  
Get a table of 10 together for a great fun night. This has been a fantastic event in the past with over 140 people 

attending. Hosted by a professional Trivia Night company with interactive games suitable for everyone.  
See Rob Sevior for tickets or for juniors see Steve Barrington 

Drinks at bar prices/ BYO Nibblies

  

Welcome everyone to Edition 5 of the Blues E-News. As we get closer now to Christmas and some well deserved holidays 
for everyone, our boys are attempting to set up a good platform to be in a position to play finals this season. The change in 
the grading format has shown that in most instances our teams are more than competitive against rival clubs. Unfortunately 
over the last two games we ve had a large number of players unavailable and if we can get close to putting everyone on the 
park together we will begin to be a force right throughout all the grades.  

I would like to thank all those who turned up to the annual Presidents Luncheon last Saturday. What a great day it turned out 
to be with many people staying around to see the 1sts get up on the last ball of the day against Monbulk. A special thank you 
to all the sponsors and Life Members who attended. The club would love to see you all down at the club more often enjoying 
our facility and the company of our current members. A big thank you also to our guest speaker, Darren Crocker. Darren 
donated his precious time and reminded us all that if you ve got the right attitude and will, you can go a long way in sport. 
Darren was a junior cricketer at FTG and he left to pursue his football career at age 16. We wish him all the best and 
appreciate his efforts last week. 

                                

 

Darren Crocker & Graham Salan                                              Winners are Grinners in the 3rds  

1st Xl-   
Monbulk ventured down off the hill to play on the FTG ground probably for the first time since the game when 
Ash Henry (FTG) caught myself (Monbulk) over

 

the boundary near the carpark about 17 years ago! Week 1 
and FTG were in early trouble at 4/65. Another good knock from Jayden Bradbury (52) steadied the ship and it 
was then left to an out of form Shane Richardson to bat through the day. Shane finished with a magnificent 
101no and together with Fieldy (25) took the score to 7/253. Week 2 and with both Bowyer and Pat Lee missing 
through illness & injury the Gully bowling was going to be tested. With only four bowlers used for the day the 
boys stood their ground and held onto win on the last ball. Handley (3/54), Black (1/62), Anstey (1/50) and Field 
(2/74 off 30 overs) did us proud and we now sit top of the ladder with 5 wins.  
Man of the Match:  Shane Richardson  
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2nd Xl-  
Just when we thought the 2nds may be down and out, they turn it on and bring home their first win for the 
season. With a number of players missing this week we were looking down the barrel again, but with a great all 
round batting effort we set up a good score to give something for the bowlers to bowl to for a change. With 
Marty Reid (72) & Alan McKenna (64) combining for a 164 run partnership, it was then left to Wayne Duke (35) 
and Sam Sheedy (29) to take the score up to 298. With the Monbulk ground very quick though, Monbulk gave 
themselves a chance at 4/176 but it was the evergreen , slow, steady and straight bowling of Dean Glare (5/42 
off 20 overs) who held the team together and dismissed the opposition for 234 to record a sensational win for 
themselves and their captain Clint Brewster. Well done boys and lets set the sites for another couple of wins 
before Christmas to put us in the finals hunt. 
Man of the Match: Dean Evergreen Glare  

3rd Xl- 
The 3rds were playing at home against Knox Gardens and batting first amassed a massive 5/342 for the day. In 
a day where hundreds seemed to be the standard score at the gully grounds, Craig Moss hit back to back 
centuries with 167 this week. This is a phenomenal effort and great for all to see. Just to finish the day off his 
partner in crime , Michael Reed knocked up 102no, forming a partnership of 184. With their backs to the wall, 
Knox Gardens were on target early but as is usually the case when chasing a big score, they fell away to be all 
out for 190. Two wickets a piece to Beeky, Reedy, Cam Woods and Danny Downie (welcome back Danny) did 
the damage, whilst in the field Lynchy and young Daniel Salan (filling in from the U 12s) worked tirelessly all 
day. Great work guys and keep it up. 
Man of the Match: Michael Reed   

4th Xl- 
If the sixths went from chocolates to boiled lollies a few weeks ago, the fourths must have been watching 
closely as they went from nearly winning outright last round, to getting beaten outright this game and still with 
over an hour left of play! It was an inexperienced Gully team that took the brunt of a strong Mt Gate team at the 
UFTG No 2 ground. Week 1 saw Mt Gate knock up 5/294 with five separate bowlers picking up a wicket. 
Unfortunately we were dismissed in rather rapid fashion for 47 in the first innings and 57 in the second. Keep 
you chins up boys as this week is a different game and we ll hit back hard to prove that we ll be a finals team. 
Man of the Match: TBC  

5th Xl 
Round 6: Playing Rowville at home in a Sunday fixture at the FTG No 1 ground, the 5ths drew a good crowd to 
see them play. In what finished as an enthralling game, FTG were unlucky to have lost, falling an agonising 3 
runs short in pursuit of Rowvilles 212. A bit of loose bowling by FTG let Rowville smack us around early but 
good bowling by Warren Brewster (2/20) kept them in check. Our bats then set about their task with W.Brewster 
(29), Paul Dinnage (22), J.McKellar (48) and Craig Everitt (34) all making valuable contributions. A great effort 
from this team and hopefully we can win the next close one.  
Man of the Match: Warren Brewster     
Round 7: Playing at Dobson Park against arch rivals Footballers, we put together a reasonable total of 7/132. 
Warren Brewster again imposed himself on the game making 25 opening the batting. Rod Salan (22) & Ian 
Brown Owl (30) also chipped in with good scores, giving the bowlers something to bowl at. Tom Bolam (2/19), 
again performing better than his dad, bowled tightly but the Footballers bats passed the score 4 wickets down 
with 9 overs to spare. A gutsy effort by the Gully boys but unfortunately it s being left to too few to do the work. 
Man of the Match: TBC  

6ths 
Round 6: The boys are back!  Finally, the 6ths decided to click again and powered their way to a huge win 
against Johnson Park at Dobson Park. Graham Toogood (3/34) set up the win with another inspired bowling 
display helping to dismiss the opposition for 130. Rod Salan (2/20) and Brown Owl (2/14) also did their bit to 
restrict the Johnson Park score. Enter the bats! Brown Owl (42), Salan (38) and Devestating Donovan (50 off 
about 15 balls) sealed the game and we were 1/146 after just 17 overs. Great win boys. Lets get some 
consistency and put a few good wins together.      Man of the Match: TBC 
Round 5: was a Forfeit by Knox Gardens 
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Other Awards:

 
Presidents Pot 

 
N/A 

FTG Bowling Club Bistro Award-  N/A  

Junior News 
Don t forget to get down nice and early Saturday mornings to support our kids. Results from Round 4: 
U17 s -      Ferntree Gully 87        def by The Basin 137 
U15 s 1 -   Ferntree Gully 149      def by Lysterfield 190 
U15 s 2  -  Ferntree Gully 129      def by Johnson Park 9/176 
U13 s -      Ferntree Gully 70        def by Lysterfield 205 
U 12 s -     Ferntree Gully 9/83     def by Eildon Park Wildcats 132  

Veterans News 
Vets 1 Washout 
Vets 2 Washout  

Around the Club

 

Our District Duo:  
A quick update on how Josh Henry (Hawthorn-Monash) and Michael Topp (Ringwood) are going in their pursuit 
of playing District Cricket. 
Josh has now played his first game in the 1sts and contributed a valuable 19 runs (82 balls) in his teams win. 
After having made a couple of 40 s in the 2nds he debuted in the 1sts against Footscray. He has also now 
played 2 games in the 1sts 20/20 fixtures. Josh has also been selected to play in the Under 18 Outer Eastern 
team in January. A fantastic effort from the Critter .   

Michael is playing in the 2nds at the moment, biding his time to break into the all conquering Ringwood 1sts 
(dual premiers). He s taken 9 wickets to date and hasn t had much of a chance with the bat. Mike s also played 
one game in the clubs 20/20 fixture against Casey. He has also been selected in the Victorian U 19 team and is 
off to Canberra to play at the end of November/ early December. Keep an eye on the newspapers to see how 
he and his team are going.  
On behalf of the FTGCC, congratulations Josh and Michael and we hope that you both continue to enjoy your 
cricket at the highest level.   

FTGCC Heritage News  
November already, Milo In2Cricket has started on Friday nights, the club is running well and enjoying the success of efforts in the Junior 
and Senior ranks, where every team has notched up at least one win in the first five rounds. The club celebrated after a recent round 
when the Junior Grades all won their respective matches and again this month when three Senior grade tons were scored on the same 
day. The only other season this has happened was in 1994/95 when it occurred twice!   

The exploits of recent times have included the consistent batting of Michael Reed, who scored his fourth ton at Ferntree Gully since 
leading the integration of the post merger Bluebirds contingent into to the club; the measured and well timed innings of Captain Coach, 
Shane Richardson, who managed his second 1st XI Century in two seasons on the final ball of the innings against Monbulk and the 
amazing performance of Craig Moss who backed up one ton with another, his second consecutive century (167) setting a club record 
score on the old Ferntree Gully, now Number Two Oval.  

He heads a list of just seven centurions who have scored over 130 on the old oval, led by Victor Carey who opened the account with twin 
tons 

 

132* and 134 in the inaugural 1912/13 season. He was soon followed by George Williams, our pre War star all rounder who score 
149* in 1914/15 

 

This remained the club s highest senior score for forty five years until 1959/60 when Ian Ewart scored 167 against 
Boronia Church of Christ at Batterham Reserve.   
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The next score over 130 on the old Ground was also made by Ian, also in 1959/60 when he scored 135* in a stellar batting season that 
yielded over 500 runs. A decade later, in 1969, Bob DeCoite opened up for the 2nd XI and was dismissed on exactly the same score (135) 
vs Tecoma. It was to be another 18 years before another 130+ century was made at home.   

The next big ton was made by Darren Stephenson. Playing in the 4th XI in 1987/88, he finally broke George Williams 73 year old 
ground record, when he cracked a magnificent 154* and helped the team from a precarious 5/74 to a huge 7/314 and a comfortable 
victory. His record was surpassed by the barest margin by yours truly (while recovering in the lower ranks post ankle surgery) when I 
scored from the final ball of the match to move to 155* in a game against Mountain Gate in 1991.   

Eighteen seasons later again, Craig s effort pushed the best ever score on the old ground to 167 when he became only the third player in 
club history to score back to back centuries. The others were George Williams in 1914/15 and the mercurial Andrew Downs who 
performed the feat twice, in 1994/95 and 2001/02. Well done Mossy and enjoy the record 

 

while it lasts         

Premiership Reunion Reflections

 

Winding the clock back 20 seasons to Round 4 & 5 in 1989/90. The 1st XI played Belgrave & Mountain Gate, with the game against 
Belgrave passing into club folklore as one of the greatest victories ever obtained. A poor batting performance saw us all out for just 91, 
with Jim McGowan and Steve Flemming putting on 50 for the 8th wicket, coming together at 7/39, the only highlight. Belgrave were 
1/35 at stumps overnight and in the box seat for a seemingly easy victory.   

Batting at training the following week was banned as Lindsay Wulf (Capt.) set about planning to make Belgrave earn the runs by setting 
an 8/1 field and an offside off stump attack and daring the Belgrave bats to be patient enough to get the 57 needed for victory. After the 
opening spell from Norm Butters and Darren Stephenson earned no reward, Lindsay threw the ball to the medium pace of Simon 
Spaulding and I, and the game changed completely. We proceeded to take 9/46 and won the game with 10 runs to spare with Simon 
excelling taking 6/13, yours truly 2/10 and Jim McGowan, operating as the only leg side fieldsman, removing their best batsman, Barry 
Pendleton, with a direct hit Run Out 

 

an amazing game still fondly remembered by all who played or were lucky enough to witness it.  

The next match saw us play the first FTGDCA 50 Over Sunday One Day game at a well grassed Windemere Reserve. Unfortunately we 
went down to Mountain Gate s young guns, Brendan Heath (36) and Paul Stack (26*) as well as some late order hitting by John Knight 
with the best players for the game; John Franchi 36 & 4/28, Ray Rebecchi 37, Brad Geraghty 34* and Norm Butters 2/30.      

The 2nd XI highlight of their two wins in Round 4 & 5 was undoubtedly the magnificent partnership and batting of Kim Mastertoun (148) 
and Arnie Walters (97) who compiled a huge 6th wicket stand of 249 to take the score from 5/91 to 6/340. We won the match 
comfortably by 220 runs with Ray Batty (4/19), Scott McPherson (3/54) and Dean Glare (2/23) the destroyers. The following match was 
dominated by Lee Thompson who took 5/32 from 15 overs in an easy One Day victory over Tecoma.   

Five years earlier in 1984/85, the 1st XI defeated South Belgrave in Round 4 with Rob Sidebottom (66*) steering us home seven wickets 
down for 184 after Norm had ripped through the South Belgrave batting the week before taking 5/26 from 20 overs. Round 5 was set up 
on day one when Grant Bentley (77) and John Franchi (34) combined for a 3rd wicket stand of 111 as we compiled 8/256 against 
Monbulk who weren t able to cope with the tight bowling and only scored 7/165 in reply when we completed our 70 Overs. Norm was 
the star again with 2/32 from 15 overs while Mick Beyer was great at the other end bowling 22 overs unchanged and taking 2/44.  
Remembering the past as we continue striving for further Premiership success at the Ferntree Gully Cricket Club

 

Steve Flemming  

CRICKET HUMOR FOR THE MONTH:   

When asked What s you favourite animal? at an Indian Cricket Press Conference, Steve Waugh replied Merv Hughes!

  

Sponsors Update  

 

     

  

  


